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Your customized itinerary
Children’s Literature in the UK: From J.R.R. Tolkien to J.K. Rowling 
The following itinerary is a working document and is subject to change (revised 3/15/2021).

	[bookmark: _Hlk38550662][bookmark: _Hlk53127808]May 27, 2022
	Departure

	Friday 

Meals Included
Per airline 
	Group flight departs for London. 

	Departure Flights – Quote Only – Sample Itinerary 

	Flight #
	Origin
	Destination
	Departure 
	Arrival 

	AA 4027
	Fargo (FAR) 
	Chicago (ORD) 
	6:59 p.m. 
	8:57 p.m. 

	AA 98
	Chicago (ORD)
	London (LHR) 
	11:30 p.m. 
	1:15 p.m. + 1 




	May 28
	Arrival and Acclimation in London 

	Saturday 

Meals Included
Per airline 
Dinner 

London Accommodations
Ibis London Shepherds Bush (1 of 5)
	Welcome to London! This world capital has been among the finest cities on earth for centuries, and today's London is as deep as it is broad. Whether you are seeking urban bustle or a lush park, ancient history or modern art, fish and chips or tikka masala, you'll find the best of the best here in London.

Meet your field specialist and board your private coach at the airport (LHR, additional costs may apply if arriving into other airports) for transfer to the hotel.
Check-in to your hotel. Store luggage if rooms are not yet available. 
Break provided for lunch on own. 
Meet guide and receive your public transportation pass (7-day pass for unlimited travel in Zones 1&2 in London). Set off for a walking tour of London. 

Walking Tour of London
Visit the iconic Piccadilly Circus and Trafalgar Square, Westminster, Whitehall, Parliament Square, Downing Street, St. James Park and Buckingham Palace (outside only, no entrances included)

After tour, return to your hotel.
In the evening, meet with field specialist and walk/take public transportation to a local restaurant. 
Taste the local cuisine with a Welcome Dinner.
Return to hotel after dinner. 




	
 May 29
	London Visits 

	Sunday 

Meals Included
Breakfast at the hotel


London Accommodations
Ibis London Shepherds Bush (2 of 5)
	Meet your guide and use public transportation for a full day of visits!

Victoria and Albert Museum
The Victoria and Albert Museum in London is the world's largest museum of applied and decorative arts and design, as well as sculpture, housing a permanent collection of over 2.27 million objects. It was founded in 1852 and named after Queen Victoria and Prince Albert. Visit with your guide (entrance to permanent exhibition free of charge) 
Note: Lecture or talk with docent/guide on significance of the works by Randolph Caldecott, Walter Crane, Kate Greenaway, and Beatrix Potter, highlighting Beatrix Potter; and viewing original illustrations and manuscripts maybe possible. However, the Museum is currently closed. WorldStrides will work with the museum to check feasibility once it opens. Additional cost may apply. 

Use transportation with your guide for next visit. 

Kings Crossing Platform 9 ¾ (Harry Potter film location)
The Platform 9¾ scenes are one of the most recognizable scenes and filming locations in the Harry Potter films. The famous filming location is located at London’s King’s Cross station and it still attracts a lot of visitors. (No entrance fee required)

Break provided for lunch on own.
Meet guide and use public transportation for afternoon visit. 

British Museum
Explore the world's first public national museum! While at the British Museum, you'll
see remnants of the Ancient Greek Parthenon, the world’s premier collection of
Egyptian mummies and sarcophagi, a collection of medicines and vaccinations,
and a collection of currency from around the world. Make sure you see the British
Museum’s most famous holding--the Rosetta stone (entrance to permanent collection free of charge.)
Note: Lecture or talk with docent/guide on historical significance of the works by Randolph Caldecott, Walter Crane, Kate Greenaway, and Beatrix Potter, and John Tenniel; and viewing original illustrations and manuscripts maybe possible. However, the museum is currently closed. WorldStrides will work with the museum to check feasibility once it opens. Additional cost may apply.

Return to hotel for a debrief (no formal meeting room space included) and enjoy a free evening with dinner on own. 




	
 May 30
	Great Missenden + Optional Performance  

	Monday 
	Meet your guide and board coach for a full day (6 hours) visit to Great Missenden. 

Roald Dahl Museum and Story Centre
During the tour you’ll get the chance to see what you’d look like in Roald Dahl’s school uniform, measure yourself against Roald Dahl’s characters, fly like the Roly-Poly Bird up to our new archive room, pick your favorite from our top 5 books to see exclusive behind-the-scenes content, chant like an Oompa-Loompa and explore the early drafts of some of your favorite books, hearing how things MIGHT have been in some of Roald’s most famous tales. (entrance included) 

Break provided for lunch on own.
Return to hotel for a debrief (no formal meeting room space included). 
Enjoy the rest of the day free with dinner on own.
OR:
Note: Below performance and field specialist is priced as optional and not included in the package
In the late afternoon, meet field specialist and take public transportation to the Cambridge theater. 

Musical Matilda (estimate ticket)
Note:  Calendar for 2022 are not fixed yet. Rates are estimate only and subject to availability. 

Return to hotel and enjoy a free evening with dinner on own.

	Meals Included
Breakfast at the hotel


London Accommodations
Ibis London Shepherds Bush (3 of 5)
	

	

 May 31
	London: Free Day   

	Tuesday 

Meals Included
Breakfast at the hotel


London Accommodations
Ibis London Shepherds Bush (4 of 5)
	Enjoy a free day exploring London on own/with friends. 

Suggested visits (visit on own – not included):
· Westminster Abbey (burial or memorial sites for Lewis Carroll, C.S. Lewis, Rudyard Kipling, Charles Dickens, Jane Austen, Chaucer, Shakespeare, Edward Lear and many others)
· Peter Pan statute (J.M. Barrie) in Kensington Gardens
· View J.M. Barrie’s home directly across from Kensington Gardens (100 Bayswater Road) and the house that was the inspiration for the Darling home in Peter Pan (#31, Kensington Park Gardens)
· Visit or locate homes of other notable authors
· Paddington Bear tour 
· Attend a theatre performance of your choice

Note: Priced as optional and not included in the package 
Optional Tour:  Warner Bros. Studios London to see The Making of Harry Potter 
Experience the magic of the Wizarding World of Harry Potter, explore iconic sets & discover what it took to bring the Harry Potter films to life.
· Includes coach and field specialist for 6 hours
· tickets for Warner Brothers Studio





	June 1
	Excursion:   Winnie the Pooh

	Wednesday 

Meals Included
Breakfast at the hotel


London Accommodations
Ibis London Shepherds Bush (5 of 5)
	Board coach for your day excursion (9 hours, no guide on board) to Ashdown Forest. 
Upon arrival, meet with your half day guide for your visit. 

Ashdown Forest: Home of Winnie the Pooh written by A.A. Milne
Discover the landscape that inspired the setting for the classic Pooh stories by A.A.Milne. Walk through the Ashdown Forest and visit places featured in the famous books including the Enchanted Place, Eeyore’s Gloomy Place and the open heathland.  Hear excerpts from the stories and learn a little about the flora, fauna and history of the Ashdown Forest.  For a little mackerel of something have a taste of heather honey and pine tea. (no entrance required)
(The terrain is uneven with some hills and requires appropriate clothing of sturdy boots or willies and a raincoat. The walk will be between 1 -2 miles) 

Lecture by Kathryn Alto, author of The Natural Wood of Winnie the Pooh: A Walk Through the Forest that Inspired the Hundred Acre Wood – TBD, not included. Additional cost may apply. 

Guide service ends upon conclusion of the morning visit.
Enjoy lunch on your own with a stop provided.
Continue with tour after lunch. 

Pooh Corner (visit on own)
Pooh Corner is a gift shop specializing in Winnie-the-Pooh and his friends. The timber frame building is some 300 years old and has low ceilings - so you may have to duck your head to cross the threshold. Once inside, you can browse amongst the largest selection of 'Pooh-phernalia' to be found anywhere in the world. (no entrance required)

Enjoy some free time in Brighton. 
Return to hotel for a debrief (no formal meeting room space included) and enjoy a free evening with dinner on own. 

	June 2
	Travel to Oxford + C.S. Lewis’s Home

	Thursday 
Late May Bank Holiday

Meals Included
Breakfast at the hotel


Oxford Accommodations
Linton Lodge Hotel (1 of 1)

	Check out of your hotel and board coach for transfer to Oxford (No guide on board). 
Before arrival at your accommodation in Oxford, stop at the Kilns for a guided tour of C.S. Lewis’s Home with site guide (included)

Guided Tour of C.S. Lewis’s Home 
The Kilns, also known as C. S. Lewis House, is the house on the outskirts of Headington Quarry, where the author C. S. Lewis wrote all of his Narnia books and other classics. The house itself was featured in the Narnia books. (entrance included)

After visit, board coach and continue on to hotel. Check-in (checking in might not be available until later in the afternoon).

Welcome to Oxford! This legendary university town is steeped in academic history that dates back to the 12th century. Nicknamed "the City of Dreaming Spires," it has inspired scholars from Oscar Wilde to C.S. Lewis.

Lunch on own. Enjoy a free afternoon free to explore. Receive cash package for 02 x same day return bus tickets to downtown (June 2 and 3). 
Enjoy a free evening with dinner on own.




	June 3
	Oxford Tour + Travel to Lake Area 

	Friday 
Holiday: Queen Platinum Jubilee

Meals Included
Breakfast at the hotel
Lunch 

Lancaster Accommodations
Holiday Inn Lancaster (1 of 1)
	Meet your guide, check out of hotel and store luggage. 
Set off on foot and public transit for your half day tour today.  

Walking Tour of Oxford with Emphasis on C.S. Lewis, J.R.R. Tolkien, and Lewis Carroll Sites
This Literary Tour, which visits many of the city key historical sites with an additional emphasis on those Oxford locations and characters associated with children’s literature. There is a wealth of associations within the buildings of the Colleges, and along Oxford’s streets and waterways, including Lewis Carroll and Alice inWonderland, C.S. Lewis (The Chronicles of Narnia), J.R. R. Tolkien (Lord of the Rings), Philip Pullman (His Dark Materials) and Kenneth Grahame (Wind in the Willows). 
The walking tour will include the following sites:
Christ Church and Alice’s Shop  
Christ Church is the largest of the 39 colleges making up Oxford University and it’s the only college in the world which is also a cathedral. During your visit you must also see the college’s spectacular dining room, the Great Hall, full of long tables, grand portraits of past scholars and hammerbeam roof which dates back to 1529 and that gave  inspiration and was replicated in film studios as the Hogwarts dining hall for the Harry Potter films (entrance included) 
The Alice's Shop in Oxford is the authentic Alice in Wonderland Shop because it is part of the original story. Situated across the road from Alice's childhood home, the Oxford University college of Christ Church, Alice's Shop was Alice's sweet shop 150 years ago. Lewis Carroll wrote the shop into the Alice adventures in Through the Looking-Glass and the illustrator, Sir John Tenniel, sketched two illustrations of the shop for the original book. (no entrance fee) 
Bodleian Library
The principal University library – the Bodleian Library – was established in 1602 and takes its name from the founder, Sir Thomas Bodley. Visitors can explore the Divinity School, the University’s oldest teaching and examination room and a masterpiece of late Gothic architecture which was opened in 1488. Guided tours can take visitors into historical rooms such as the atmospheric Duke Humfrey’s Library, which you might recognise from popular films and TV series like Harry Potter and A Discovery of Witches. (guided tour and entrance included)  
Note: Talk or lecture with curator/archivist to view Tolkien's manuscripts and original drawings for Lord of the Rings maybe possible.  However, the Library is currently closed. WorldStrides will work with the Library to check feasibility once it opens. Additional cost may apply.

Enjoy a group lunch at the Eagle and Child pub on St Giles’ Street.
After lunch, return to hotel to collect luggage and board coach for travel to Lancaster for overnight (no assistant on board, approx.  5.5 hours)
Debrief on board the coach.
Arrive at hotel. 
Check in and enjoy a free evening with dinner on own.




	June 4
	Visit at Lake District + Travel to Newcastle 

	Saturday 

Meals Included
Breakfast at the hotel


Newcastle Accommodations
Hotel Caledonian (1 of 1)
	Check out of your hotel and board coach (no guide on board).
Upon arrival, meet guide for your tour (about 5 hours). 

Visit Wray Castle, Hill Top, Beatrix Potter Gallery in Hawkshead
Start the tour with a stop at Wray Castle where Beatrix Potter was a teenager on holiday in 1882. It was here that Beatrix spent her 16th birthday, met Canon Hardwicke Drummond Rawnsley, one of the three founding members of The National Trust, and started her lifelong love of the area. This was where it all began for her (entrance included).
[bookmark: _GoBack]Then enjoy a drive through the steep and twisty narrow Lakeland roads set in the charming pastoral landscape, to Beatrix Potter's home in Near Sawrey. On arrival, enjoy a walking tour of the village pointing out all of the places that Beatrix knew and used in her illustrations for the famous books. At the end of the village you will arrive at Hill Top, a 17th century farmhouse which was the home of Beatrix Potter (entrance to Hill Top and Gardens included). Beatrix wrote many of her famous children's stories in this little house. Then we continue to Hawkshead, "the prettiest village in the Lake District". Your guide will take you on a short-guided walk around the village and then take you into the Beatrix Potter Gallery where you will be able to see original Beatrix Potter manuscripts and illustrations. You will then have time for lunch and to explore the village at your own pace. (Entry to the Beatrix Potter Gallery included)

Break provided for lunch on own.
After some free time, board coach and continue on to Newcastle (approx. 3.5hrs, no guide on board). 
Arrive at the hotel, check-in and debrief with the group (no formal meeting room space included). 
Enjoy a free evening with dinner on own.

	June 5
	The National Centre + Travel to Edinburgh 

	Sunday 

Meals Included
Breakfast at the hotel


Edinburgh Accommodations
Hotel Mercure Princess Street (1 of 5)
	Check out of your hotel and board coach for transfer to the National Centre (no guide on board).

Seven Stories: The National Centre for Children’s Books in Newcastle Upon Tyne (visit on own)
This museum is dedicated to children's literature and aims to preserve the original artwork and manuscripts of children’s books written by British authors (entrance included) 
Note: guided tour of The National Center is currently not available. WorldStrides will check again at a later date. 

Break provided for lunch on own. 
Board coach and travel to Edinburgh with a stop at Alnwick Castle. 

Alnwick Castle (visit on own)
Alnwick Castle is a castle and country house and the seat of the 12th Duke of Northumberland. The castle has gained massive popularity when it was used for the exterior and interior of Hogwarts of the Harry Potter films. (entrance included) 

After visit, board coach and continue on to Edinburgh, approx. 2.5 hours. 
Arrive at the hotel, check-in and debrief with the group (no formal meeting room space included). 

Welcome to Edinburgh! You can't help but imagine yourself in "auld lang syne" (times gone by) as you wander the cobblestone streets, craggy coast, and lush green spaces of Scotland. Today's Edinburgh is a hub for banking, and also well-known for festivals and universities that bring the city both tourists and acclaim.

Enjoy a free evening with dinner on own.




	June 6
	Edinburgh Visits  

	Monday 

Meals Included
Breakfast at the hotel
Lunch 


Edinburgh Accommodations
Hotel Mercure Princess Street (2 of 5)
	Meet your guide and set off on foot for your visits today.  

Walking tour of Edinburgh 
Walk along the Royal Mile, viewing many of the city’s most interesting structures, with turrets, gables, and towering chimneys.  Take a tour of Edinburgh Castle, including St. Margaret’s Chapel, the State Apartments, the Great Hall and the Crown Chamber, which houses the Honours of Scotland (Scottish Crown Jewels), and the Stone of Scone (or Stone of Destiny). (entrance included)

Enjoy a group lunch and tour at the Badger & Company restaurant and pub (or similar) on Castle Street, the former home of Kenneth Grahame, author of The Wind in the Willows.
Walk with your guide for afternoon visit. 

National Library of Scotland
Viewing children’s literature collection. (free entrance) Note: Instructional tour with curator/guide to see rare editions of Lewis Carroll materials and works published by John Newbery maybe possible.  However, the Library is currently closed. WorldStrides will work with the Library to check feasibility once it opens. Additional cost may apply.

Return to hotel for a debrief (no formal meeting room space included) and enjoy a free afternoon and evening with dinner on own.

	
	

	June 7
	Day Excursion:  Bridge of Allan, Blackmouth Cave, and Kirriemuir

	Tuesday 

Meals Included
Breakfast at the hotel 


Edinburgh Accommodations
Hotel Mercure Princess Street (3 of 5)
	Meet with guide and board coach for your full day excursion (6 hours) to Bridge of Allan, Blackmouth Cave, and Kirriemuir today. 

Bridge of Allan + Blackmouth Cave
Midway along a wooded walk, on an ancient road connecting the towns of Bridge of Allan and Dunblane, you will find a small dark cave featured in Scottish author Robert Louis Stevenson’s beloved novel “Treasure Island”. There’s a bench beside the cave adorned with carvings related to the book. The trail to the cave is approx. 20mns each way and can be muddy. The cave is small, so you see only the entrance. (No entrance fee)    

Board coach and continue on to Kirriemuir.

Kirriemuir
Kirriemuir is known as the gateway to the glens. This fairytale town is perhaps best known as the birthplace of Sir JM Barrie, creator of Peter Pan, whose childhood home has been carefully restored as a museum. (No entrance required)

J.M. Barrie Museum (National Trust for Scotland)
Birthplace and childhood home of J. M. Barrie. Visit the exhibition, complete with original theatrical costumes and manuscripts. Stop by the wash-house where the young author performed his first play at the age of seven.   (Entrance included)
Note: Lecture on J. M. Barrie and the impact and influence of Peter Pan maybe possible.  However, the museum is currently closed. WorldStrides will work with the museum to check feasibility once it opens. Additional cost may apply.

Break provided for lunch on own during visits.  
Return to hotel for a debrief (no formal meeting room space included) and enjoy a free evening with dinner on own.




	June 8
	Edinburgh: Free Day 

	Wednesday 

Meals Included
Breakfast at the hotel


Edinburgh Accommodations
Hotel Mercure Princess Street (4 of 5)
	Enjoy a free day exploring Edinburgh on own/with friends. 

Suggested visits (visit on own, cost not included):
· Hike to the Walter Scott monument
· Hike to Arthur’s Seat

Note: Priced as optional and not included in the package 
Optional Tour 1:  Writers’ Museum to examine Robert Louis Stevenson collection
Half day guide (3hrs) for visit to the Writer’s Museum (entrance free of charge). The Writer’s Museum has a collection of books, manuscripts, portraits and personal items relating to Robert Burns, Sir Walter Scott and Robert Louis Stevenson. Highlights include a first edition of Scott’s novel Waverley and Stevenson’s beloved classic, A Child’s Garden of Verses. Manuscripts include Burns’ draft of Scots wha hae (‘Bruce’s Address to his troops at Bannockburn’). 

Note: Priced as optional and not included in the package 
Optional Tour 2:  Scottish Story Telling Centre
A vibrant arts venue with a seasonal program of live storytelling, theatre, music, exhibitions, workshops, family events and festivals. The venue and its staff have a welcoming spirit, inclusive nature and talent and creative skill to boot. What makes the Centre special is its unique approach to collaboration and the welcome it affords performers, customers and audiences. The Centre's ethos is summed up nicely by the old Scottish proverb, “The story is told eye to eye, mind to mind and heart to heart”. 

	June 9
	Edinburgh: Visits + Farwell Dinner 

	Thursday  

Meals Included
Breakfast at the hotel
Dinner 

Edinburgh Accommodations
Hotel Mercure Princess Street (5 of 5)
	Meet guide and set off on foot for half day visit.

Harry Potter Tour of Edinburgh
You’ll discover the magical locations that inspired characters and scenes in the series, visit the places where JK Rowling wrote the books. The tour will include a stop at the Elephant House. Opened in 1995, The Elephant House has established itself as one of the best tea and coffee houses in Edinburgh. Made famous as the place of inspiration to writers such as J.K. Rowling, who sat writing much of her early novels in the back room overlooking Edinburgh Castle. Where J.K. Rowling may have written some of the Harry Potter book. (no entrances included)  

Stop for lunch on your own. 
Return to hotel for a debrief (no formal meeting room space included).
Afternoon free to explore on own. 
In the evening, meet with field specialist and set off on foot for a local restaurant. 
Reelect on your experience with a Farwell dinner.
Return to hotel after dinner. 

	June 10
	Return Home

	Friday 

Meals Included
Breakfast at the hotel
Per airline 
	Meet your field specialist to check out of your hotel. Board coach and transfer to the airport for your return flight home
Group flight departs en-route to USA. 

	Return Flights – Quote Only- Sample Itinerary 

	Flight #
	Origin
	Destination
	Departure 
	Arrival 

	AA 91
	London (LHR) 
	Chicago (ORD) 
	4:15 p.m. 
	7:20 p.m. 

	AA 3827
	Chicago (ORD)
	Fargo (FAR)
	8:50 p.m. 
	10:48 p.m.  



Program Ends



	
	



A Note about Confidentiality: This document contains proprietary work product of WorldStrides and is presented in good faith. The recipient(s) agree(s) to protect the confidentiality of this proposal subject to any state laws that require certain information to be made publicly available if requested. The proposal should not be sent to a third party without informing WorldStrides and gaining consent.
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